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summer lieat. It is also common in Australia. The
Deputy Survey or-General of South Australia once re-
ported the existence of a large inland lake, which on
further examination turned out to be nothing but a
mirage.

c Another class of appearances are known (especi-
ally among nautical men) under the name of looming.
Distant objects are said to loom when they appear
abnormally elevated above their true positions. This
abnormal elevation not infrequently brings into view
objects which under ordinary circumstances are beyond
the horizon. It is also frequently accompanied by an
appearance of abnormal proximity (though this may
perhaps be rather a subjective inference from the un-
usual elevation and clear visibility of the objects, than
a separate optical characteristic), and it is further
accompanied in many, though not in all cases, by a
vertical magnification, the heights of objects being
many times magnified in comparison with their hori-
zontal breadths, so as to produce an appearance re-
sembling spires, pinnacles, columns, or basaltic cliffs.
Some beautiful descriptions of these latter appearances,
with illustrative plates, are given in Scoresby's " Green-
land/3 the objects thus magnified being icebergs; and a
very full and interesting account of the phenomena of
mirage, as observed in high, latitudes, will also be
found in the " Arctic Regions " of the same author.

' It is usually across water that looming is observed ;
and as a surface of water stands naturally in, contrast
with a sandy desert, or a surface of parched land, so
also the optical effects produced are, in a manner,
opposite. The inverted, images which are often pre-
sented in looming are not beneath the object, as in the